
My name is Michele Riise, and I am honored to serve as superintendent for the Griffith Public 
Schools. Griffith Public Schools has had a rich history within the community of Griffith.  Our 
students have become leaders in the Griffith community and beyond.  We have successfully 
worked alongside the community with changes in the economy, population and the educational 
needs of the students.   
 
As Griffith Public Schools looks to the future, we understand and are committed to educating 
and preparing students for the future.  We offer excellent Special Education, High Ability, EL, 
and Title programming and provide students the ability to pursue their interests and passions 
throughout their educational journey.  Students are able and encouraged to participate in 
athletics and extra-curricular clubs and activities. We believe in the social and emotional well-
being of all staff and students at Griffith Public Schools, and we are committed to ensuring we 
have all the services and programs in place to  
 
Griffith Public Schools celebrates our cultural diversity of our students and community and 
believe wholeheartedly that ALL students deserve an excellent educational experience. Our 
curricular structure is unique in that our three buildings are specific to certain grade levels, 
providing our students with the ability to develop relationships over time and learn how to 
accept and celebrate each other’s differences and uniquenesses. Wadsworth Elementary 
School currently serves students in grades preK–2, while Beiriger Elementary School provides 
an excellent learning environment for students in grades 3-5. Griffith Jr./Sr. High School allows 
students in grades 6-12 the opportunity to learn under one roof. We also partner with 
Hammond Area Career Center to provide high school students with pathway opportunities in 
Career and Technical Education.  In addition, Griffith Public Schools partners with the YMCA to 
provide after school daycare and programming in order to support our working families.  
The key to success of any school corporation depends upon parents, community patrons, 
school board members, administrators, teachers, and staff working together for the benefit of 
the children we serve. We will continue to partner with our administration, staff, parents, and 
community organizations to ensure that all of our district’s students are well-prepared to meet 
the demands of today’s fast-paced, global society and help to provide the best education for 
college and career readiness for all students that attend Griffith Public Schools.   

We are one of the top performing districts in Northwest Indiana.  As we reach for the goals as 
outlined within our strategic plan in the next five years, our daily focus will always remain on 
each student and the assistance we need to provide in order for each one to be the best that 
they can be once they leave our high school.  We will continue to ask ourselves these questions 
to ensure that we meet the needs of our learners at any level:  How do we best prepare our 
students as future workers?  How do we help shape our educational system to accommodate 
for this change?  Are we going to let the future happen to us or are we going to steer our 
students towards a preferable future?  Do you want to shape the future of GPS or be shaped? 
 
This is an exciting time for Griffith Public Schools.  We are proud to extend Griffith Public 
Schools’ tradition of excellence to meet today’s challenges through academic and personal 



achievements in partnership with our students, families, and the Griffith community.  Griffith 
Public Schools is invested in our student’s future, our community’s future, and our world’s 
future.  We want to make an impactful difference in our children’s todays and tomorrows! 
 
I welcome you to visit our schools and our corporation website, as well as encourage you to 
contact our school buildings with any questions you may have.  We look forward to having your 
family be a part of ours!   
 
We are the Panthers!  #PantherPride 
 
 
Educationally Yours, 
 
Mrs. Michele Riise 
 


